
The 21  Century Communitiesst

Culture and Heritage Assessment

The questions included in this assessment are designed to help you look more closely at
issues regarding culture and heritage in your community as you enter the 21  Century. West

encourage you to visit Project Rosie where you can access additional information regarding
culture and heritage. 

We express our appreciation to Anna Bolton and Laurel Cannon Alder from the Utah Arts
Council for developing the Culture and Heritage Assessment.  If you have questions about
culture and heritage which are not answered here or recommendations for this assessment,
feel free to contact them by email at lalder@arts.state.ut.us.
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Part 1: A 21st Century Community has a fully functioning arts council.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Does the city/county support a paid arts
administrator to provide a solid infrastructure for
the arts?

Does the arts council have support at the city and
county government levels? (Support could be in
the form of donated office space, salary,
overhead, programming, etc.) 

Is your arts council award of the grant programs
available through the Utah Arts Council to
supplement local efforts?



Is your arts council award of the technical
assistance available through the Utah Arts
Council to supplement local efforts?

Does the community/arts council offer a service of
calendar/ coordination for the arts in a 
geographic area? 

Do individual artists have an opportunity to
participate? Does the community share its
resources (such as props, advertising, or facility
space) with other cultural organizations within the
community and similar organizations in
neighboring communities? Are the arts in the
community on a professional/semi-professional/or
amateur basis?

Part 2: A 21st Century Community school district/school system has
committed to follow the state fine arts core curriculum standards
and objectives in dance, music, theater, and the visual arts- not only
in schools, but through connections with community activities. 

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Are there funds in the local school and school
districts committed to the state curriculum which
includes the arts?

Are the school systems supportive of
community/school interaction in the fine and
traditional arts, including dance, music, theater,
and visual arts?

Are you aware of the Utah Arts Council’s Arts in
Education Program?



Part 3: A 21st Century Community would feature local traditional artists at
community celebrations, festivals and activities.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Has the community identified local artistic
traditions and tradition bearers? (A community
can contact the Utah Arts Council Folk Arts
Program for assistance in this area.) 

Has the community provided a budget to fund
public performances and demonstrations
featuring local traditional artists?

Part 4: A 21st Century Community provides access to high quality
performing arts from inside and outside the community.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Does your community have a budget for
presenting the performing arts?

Does the community work with surrounding
communities to arrange block-booking of artists
traveling from outside of the community? 

Does the community provide opportunities for
performances for local artists? (This could be in
the form of festivals, evening performances in
connection with a school performance, or
co-sponsored by the Utah Performing Arts Tour,
etc.)



Part 5: A 21st Century Community will allocate a percentage of community
fiscal expenditures on new buildings or refurbishment for public art.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance Importance UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Has the community made an attempt to identify
local artists who might be interested in
participating in a public art program?

Has the community passed enabling legislation
for allocating a percentage of the budget of any
public building for art?

Part 6: A 21st Century Community features local fine artists in public
locations. 

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Does the community have a budget for
exhibitions (traveling or from within the
community)? 

Does the community have a location/facility
where art can be exhibited? (This might be a post
office, library, fair, school, open air pavilion, etc.) 



Part 7: A 21st Century Community enhances its culture by providing its
citizens with quality library services. (Note: The following questions are
also included in the Lifespan Learning Assessment.  Please coordinate to make sure
you don’t duplicate efforts)

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Does your community have a library--or belong to
a library system--that meets the Certified Library
Service Standards of the Utah State Library
Division?

Has your library board competed a formal library
service needs assessment for the community
within the last three years, and are library service
evaluation procedures in place to guide it in
making annual library service goals and
objectives?

Does the community fund its library service
through a certified tax rate for library service as
provided for in Utah Code 9-7-401 and Utah
Code 9-7-501?

If your community has a population of 10,000 or
more residents, does your library system employ
a librarian who has earned a Master’s degree in
Library Science?

If your community has a population of less than
10,000, does your library system employ a
librarian who has earned a bachelor’s degree, in
addition to completing the service certification
requirement through the Utah Public Library
Institute for Training (UPLIFT)?

Has your librarian acquired some specialized
knowledge or, and skill in the use of computers,
telecommunications, and the Internet?

Do the library services available to community
residents include both traditional services (books,
magazines, interlibrary loan), audio-visual and
electronic media services, and programming for
all residents of all ages?



Does your library and/or school system provide
residents access to PIONEER Utah’s Online
Library?

Does your community have established computer
technical support that is competent, reliable and
locally available?



Part 8: A 21st Century Community builds upon the strengths of its heritage
as it moves into the new century.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Are you aware of how the Pioneer Communities
Program can help you learn how your heritage
can continue to be a vital component of your
community?

Have you visited other Utah regions to learn how
they are taking advantage of their heritage?

Are you aware how the “Main Street Approach”
developed by the National Main Street Center
can help preserve the integrity and contribution of
your downtown district?

Have you visited other Utah communities to learn
how they have applied the Main Street Approach
to benefit this downtown districts?

Are you aware of how the Utah State Historical
Society and the National Trust for Historic
Preservation can contribute to your efforts to
build upon your heritage?

Are you aware of how the Utah Arts Council’s
Folk Arts Program can contribute to your efforts
to build upon your heritage?

Are you aware of efforts relative to public lands
aimed at preserving local heritage such as the
San Rafael Swell National Heritage Area
Proposal?

Are you aware of the role sustainable community
initiatives can play in helping you preserve your
local heritage?


